




Welcome to Saint Francis Episcopal Church in Potomac, Maryland! Whether you have been 
a member of Saint Francis for decades or are new to our community, you will find here rich 
opportunities to worship the risen Lord, a warm welcome, and many opportunities to grow 

in faith and love. 

Wherever you are in your own walk of faith, we would love to have you with us, not because 
we want something from you, but because we have tasted and seen that the Lord is good at 

Saint Francis, and we want to share that with you. 

The WeeklY. Low-dow-n 

:NEW Service times Begin Labor Day* 

St11tday 

8am Morning Prayer & Eucharist 

9:15am (with children1s chapel on 2nd 

Sundays at 10:30) 

Mo1tday 

3:30-Spm Fr. Mark Office Hours 

Tt1esday 

10:15am Midweek Holy Eucharist 

Friday 

8am Morning Prayer & Holy Eucharist 

3:30-Spm Fr. Mark Office Hours 

5pm Evening Prayer 

• 

OpenOffice 

Hou,·s 

Father Mark will have 

open door office 

hours this week on 

Monday & Friday 

from 3:30-Spm. 

This is a great time to 

drop in for a chat. 

He is available at 

other times by_ 

appointment. 

SUMMER 

DAY SCHOOL 

KIDS AGED 3 -7 
MEET IN THE PARISH HALL 

DURING THE 
SERVICE FOR l?IllLE 

STORIES AND ACTIVITIES 

• 
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Since he could not think of any reason why a child would be saying that, he
took it as an omen, and picked up a copy of Saint Paul's Letters. As he
opened it, his eye fell on the end of the thirteenth chapter: 

The night is far gone, the day is at hand. 
Let us then cast off the works of darkness 
and put on the armor of light; 
let us conduct ourselves becomingly as in the day, 
not in reveling and drunkenness, 
not in debauchery and licentiousness, 
not in quarreling and jealousy. 
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, 
to gratify its desires.

As he read, he experienced this as God speaking directly to him, convicting
him of his past sins, and offering him forgiveness; calling him to amend his
life, and promising him the grace and power to do it. He burst into tears,
and surrendered. Later, he wrote: 

Late have I loved You, O Lord; and behold, 
You were within and I without, and there I sought You. 
You were with me when I was not with You. 
You did call, and cry, and burst my deafness. 
You did gleam, and glow, and dispel my blindness. 
You did reach out to me, and I burned for Your peace. 
For Thyself Thou hast made us, 
and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.
Late have I loved you, Beauty ever old and ever new. 
You have burst my bonds asunder; 
unto You will I offer up an offering of praise.

So if you’re going back to school and you’re dreading math, or if you’re a
parent or grandparent worrying about your kids or grandkids, or if you’re
looking back over your past and regretting your worst choices, take heart.
There’s still time for you and for your loved ones to encounter the risen
Lord, who brought peace to Augustine’s restless and wandering heart. We
were all made for His Love! Whatever the challenges of this year, hear the
voice calling your own restless heart to turn away from the sins, selfishness,
and worries of the past, and let your restless heart find peace in His
embrace.  

Pastor Allison 
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Summer Property Updates: 

The summer is a quieter time in our program calendar at St. Francis, which gives our 

staff more time to focus on property issues, doing all we can to make our buildings and 

grounds safe and attractive, to welcome all who come to our campus. 

We have faced some challenges related to the intense rainstorms this summer. 

There were minor floods in the church undercroft twice, from water seeping 

under the door by the ramp. Thankfully, we had just replaced the sump pump and 

cleared the drainage line on the other side of the building just a few days before 

the first flood. The floods were mitigated quickly, with no damage. 

Flowing water also made our brick sidewalks uneven along Counselman Road and 

between the church and the school complex. The brick has been re-laid in the 

affected areas, with some re-grading to prevent future erosion. After a PEPCO 

truck damaged the grassy area in front of the church while repairing a light pole, 

the area was filled and reseeded (by PEPCO). We also filled in some areas in our 

drain field that were eroded by the heavy rains and cleared out a major gutter 

that had become clogged. 

Thanks to help from future Eagle Scout Carter Ji I lings and members of Scout 

Troop 773, the parking space lines in our parking lots were repainted and a flower 

bed near the parking lot was planted with deer-resistant perennials. Several other 

members of the troop have approached us with interest in undertaking Eagle 

Scout projects around our campus. If you have ideas, speak with Kathy Herrmann. 

Enrique our handyman also repaired the church chimney and repainted some 

areas in the foyer of St. Francis Hall and the offices that needed attention. He also 

installed some protective guards around the staircase in the church to prevent 

young children from slipping through the wide gaps between the banisters. He 

took down some overgrown shrubs and repaired some loose flagstones in the 

Columbarium Plaza. 

We have several projects planned for the next several months. These include a 

refurbishment of the restrooms in the church (painting, new countertops) and a 

resurfacing of the basketball court. The final portion of the HVAC work that began 

last fall will be completed (the commissioning of the system) and we will finalize a 

maintenance contract for the new digital control system that regulates 

temperatures in St. Francis Hall (a complex system that cannot be manually 

adjusted). The staff will be trained on troubleshooting problems with the HV AC 

system and communicating with the digitalcontrols technicians. We also expect to 

finalize plans for some necessary upgrades to our fire alarm system and to 

complete a series of related inspections. 
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Join us for 

Desserts From 

The Garden 

Co<?ki1?:S. Cl�ss
Wednesday. August 27th 

From 6:30 - 8:30PM 
12312 Rivers Edge Drive 

Potomac Md 
RSVP to Kathy Herrmann 

... 

THE ST. FRANCIS VESTRY 

INVITES YOU TO 

drrnv �s 6rrl'

COCKTAILS 
IN THE COURYARD 

SAT \JR DAY 13 f{ SEPT EM BE�

BYOB & AN APPETIZER TO SHARE 

5:30-8:00 

ITH[ COLUMBARIUM COURTYARD 

If RAIN, KINCAID LIBRARY 

20 

Finding 
Fellowship in 
Many Ways










