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WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Beginning Sunday, Sept. 8th

SUNDAYS

8:00am Morning Prayer
9:00 am Sunday School
9:15am Holy Eucharist
Coffee and Doughnuts after
the service

TUESDAYS
10:15 Holy Eucharist
11am Bible Study

WEDNESDAYS

8:30am Morning Prayer

11am Book Club(2nd Wednesdays)
6:30pm Talk of the Town (2nd
Wednesdays

5pm Evening Prayer

THURSDAYS
Noon Savvy Seniors Luncheon (3rd
Thursday)- Confirm with office.

FRIDAYS
8:30 am Morning Prayer
5:00 pm Evening Prayer

Welcome to Saint Francis Episcopal
Church in Potomac, Maryland! Whether you
have been a member of Saint Francis for
decades or are new to our community, you
will find here rich opportunities
to worship the risen Lord,a warm welcome,
and many opportunities to grow in faith and
love.

Wherever you are in your own walk of faith,
we would love to have you with us, not
because we want something from you, but
because we have tasted and seen that the
Lord is good at Saint Francis, and we want to
share that with you.
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Music Notes

A Letter from Our Organist and Choir Director
John Widmann

Internationally known Carillonneur
Choir will start to meet again on Thursdays from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Thursday, September
5th, and will sing for services again starting Sunday, September 8 at 9:15 a.m.
Our choir welcomes volunteers, and we would love to have you sing with us! We sing each Sunday
at 9:15, and about once a month we do a special service with more music, which can be either at the 9:15
service (Choral Morning Prayer), or in a separate evening service (Evensong, or another celebration). We
also sing for special feast days like Chrismas Eve, Ascension, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday.

Our quartet is made up of our professional singers. Melodia "Mimi" Rinaldi is our Soprano, and

Chris Fotis is our Bass. We currently have openings for our professional Tenor and Alto positions.

We have two High School Choral Scholars currently, our Soprano, Elvira Martinez and our Tenor,

Phillip Michael. We hope to add an Alto Choral Scholar this year. For this, we need to expand our budget.
Donations would be welcome. Each Choral Scholar costs about $2,100.00 annually.

Our special services this year will be:

Sunday, September 29, 5:00 p.m: Evensong

Saturday, November 2, 5:00 p.m: All Souls Day Requiem (Fauré)
Sunday, November 17, 9:15 a.m: Choral Morning Prayer,

featuring the Maryland State Boys' Choir under the direction of
Stephen Holmes.

Sunday, December 8, 5:00 p.m: Festive Advent Service of

Lessons and Carols

Tuesday, December 24, 5:00 p.m: Christmas Eve Family Service (quartet)
10:00 p.m: Christmas Eve Festive Service - Full Choir

Wednesday, December 25, 10:00 a.m: Christmas Day Service - quartet
Thursday, December 26 - choir off for Boxing Day. No rehearsal.

Sunday, January 26, 2025, 9:15 a.m: Choral Morning Prayer
Sunday, March 23, 2025, 5:00 p.m: Lenten Evensong

Thursday, April 17, 2025, 7:30 p.m: Maundy Thursday Service
(followed by choir rehearsal, 8:30- 10:00 p.m.)

Friday, April 18, 2025: Noon: Good Friday Service (quartet)
Saturday, April 19, 2025, 10:00 a.m. - Noon : Special Easter rehearsal
with Brass

Sunday, April 20, 2025, 9:15 a.m. - Festive Easter Service - full choir
1:00 p.m. - Festive Easter Service - quartet

Sunday, May 18, 2025, 9:15 a.m: Choral Morning Prayer

Thursday, May 29, 2025: 7:30 p.m: Ascension Day Service
(followed by choir rehearsal, 8:30 - 10:00 p.m.)

John Widmann



We have been busy with a wide variety actvities here at St. Francis. We work hard to
have activities that appeal to a wide range of ages and interests, and we hope you
have enjoyed some of the recent things we have done together. Mark your calendars
now for upcoming events, so you don’t miss out on any of the fun.

At the end-of year picnic, we bid Godspeed to Liz
and Don Harrison as they readied for their move!

Sorrenti Baptism: Anthony, Evelyn,
and Nathan, we welcome you into
the household of God!

Praise music and worship night!
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Appalachia Service Project Mission Trip

Student Reflection:
Audrey 0'Beirne

At first, the prospect of going on a
mission trip, five hours from home, for a
whole week seemed extremely daunting.
But as our group settled into the
Appalachian environment, we began to feel
more comfortable. I was assigned to the
group “Smoothe” (yes the word is spelled
wrong, but you’d have to ask the ASP
members why), tasked with removing 30
year-old carpeting and even older trim and
laying down vinyl flooring. We served a
family of an older mother, Debra, and her
30 year old daughter, Robin. The mother
was about to undergo surgery, and the
heavy, plush, carpet had to be removed so
that she could move around the home in a
wheelchair/walker after the operation.

Overall, the mission helped to
strengthen my faith in both God, and those
who go out of their way to serve Him. At the
mission trip, I met all types of people from
different backgrounds, but the one thing
they all had in common was the
selflessness and their desire to serve and
represent God in one of the most devoted
ways possible; construction. When
answering the question on where I saw God
at work, I tried searching for something
outside those in the ASP camp, but I
realized the strongest “God sightings” were
the men, women, boys, and girls that
packed up their trucks each morning at
seven and headed out into the West Virginia
heat, preparing for an 8 hour workday of
intense labor, unexpected problems, and,
most of all, fellowship. God is served
through ASP volunteers, and I urge anyone
reading this to consider serving God like
those ASP volunteers: to serve those who
need it most.

Student Reflection:

Henry O'Beirne

OnJune 16,2024, we left for West Virginiato
serve ASP, the Appalachian Service Project. When
wearrived, we set our stuff up and got ready forthe
nextday. All of us were splitinto groups. My group
included Pastor Allison, Ms. Lehning, Julia, Philip,
and Anthony.We worked fora couple named Mr.
Heart and Mrs.Heart. We had been sent to help him
since his basement had been flooding due to rain
pouring down a hilland into his basement. Our
task wastodiga 60 foot long ditch that was 8
inches deepand 12 inches wide. After we finished
that, we had tofillitall up with gravel. This was
very hard work. It was extremely hot outside, and
we were working there foralmost seven hours a
day. What made the work worthwhile was how
much it affected our homeowner. After we had
finished the ditch, he made it known to us how
much he appreciated our work. One could tell how
proud of us he was, and he each shook our hands
after we had finished our work. Seeing him so
happy and proud of us made me want to do more
for him,and I knew that ASP would help him more
after we left.

Throughout our work, I was reminded of how
God worked through people. My homeowner was
taking care of his granddaughter, since the parents
were having another baby that was required to
have open-heart surgery as soon as it was born.
This made meand the group feel very touched,
since he and his wife went out of their way to raise
their grandchild, since they cared so much for their
family. This is but one ofthe many “God sightings,”
that I encountered. Anotherday, while my group
and I were working on scooping gravelintothe
ditch, acool breeze wentright through us, which
was avery quick but special feeling to have while
working inthe very hot sun. Ultimately, while
working for Mr. Heart, I was faced by God
whereverIwent, and wherever I worked.
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Building and Grounds Updates

y

The HVAC Project: (from Tom Whitlock)

The first phase of a multi-phased HVAC project is complete! As of 14 July 2023 the
new air-handlers, One, Two and Three along with the new rooftop chiller have been
commissioned by the contractor and officially approved by Montgomery County
Department of Permitting Services. This new equipment serves St. Francis Hall,
Administrative Offices, the Cribbery and common hallway areas.

Phase two is currently under design development and is expected to begin 3rd
quarter of 2024. Current scope pertains to boiler replacements and infrastructure HVAC
piping and valves.

Other property News

For our upcoming yearly inspection:

We replaced a nonworking phone in the elevator which is now being monitored by
Splaine Security.

Annual inspection of the elevator, fire panel, and sprinklers is scheduled on
Tuesday, September 3rd. There is still some work to be done such as replacing a few
sprinkler heads in a few classrooms which will be paid for by GHES along with a few
valves.

We have been busy with repairing and painting, cleaning up the grounds and planting
some more flowering plants around our campus.

Soon we will begin to work on the flagstone repairs, powerwashing and additional
repairs in both buildings.

Sincerely,
Shanti A. Nanan
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POOL PARTY!

A pool party was held on August 3rd at the Herrmann's to say goodbye to
summer and enjoy some church family fellowship!

Talk of the town

Featuring Lynn speaking about her life-changing
work in the Middle East.



https://onrealm.org/stfrancispotomac/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=N2JjZDE3YzctMTM0ZC00MmQwLWE1ZjYtYWU3MzAxMmUyNDgz
https://onrealm.org/stfrancispotomac/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=N2JjZDE3YzctMTM0ZC00MmQwLWE1ZjYtYWU3MzAxMmUyNDgz
https://onrealm.org/stfrancispotomac/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=N2JjZDE3YzctMTM0ZC00MmQwLWE1ZjYtYWU3MzAxMmUyNDgz
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Courtyard
Cocktatl Party

September 22
0:00-6:00 p.m.

St. Francis Episcopal Church

Hosted by Sue Tendall
(We've asked Kathy's Scottish dog to bring the whiskey)
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All Saints'
Parade &

We'll help the kids find a

costume for a bible character or
a Saint!

Practce on Qctober 249th; Crafte,
caintly-themed cogee hour, after church on
All Saint'e Day, /\/oveméer 3.
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Do you love to chat with fellow parishioners? Then we’d love to have your
smiling face greeting our church family and visitors after Sunday services. It’s an
easy and fun way to get involved here at church, and requires a very small time
commitment. You will assist with doughnuts and coffee set up followed by a
quick clean up themselves. Contact Kathy Herrmann with questions.

SIGN UP FOR TEXTS

Do you overlook emails and prefer to get important information
via text? If so, we're setting up texting for weekly notifications,
weather-closures, etc. We will not be able to add your humbers to
the list from our end. Sunday bulletins will include information
about how to sign up once we get approval from Constant
Contact.

AND EMAIL TOO!

Each Friday, we send out an email with announcements and
information about upcoming services and events. We also send
this newsletter and periodic important announcements such as
inclement weather updates, upcoming event information, and
other notices. If you would like to receive these digital
announcements, please contact the parish office or Gaines
Hurdle ghurdle@stfrancispotomac.org. We will make sure you are
added to the distribution list! If you haven't been seeing our
emails, make sure they aren't going into your spam or promotions
folders, and change the settings so they show up in your inbox!
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https://stfrancispotomac.us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=44d725a942fc436073025ccc0&id=792ca441f6
https://stfrancispotomac.us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=44d725a942fc436073025ccc0&id=792ca441f6
https://stfrancispotomac.us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=44d725a942fc436073025ccc0&id=792ca441f6
https://stfrancispotomac.us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=44d725a942fc436073025ccc0&id=792ca441f6



