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Month-At-A-Glance
Summer Sunday Service Schedule: 8:00am and 10am. Fellowship after the 10:00 service.
Regular Sunday Service Schedule: 8:00am and 9:15am. Sunday School at 10:30am.

THIS MONTH AT ST. FRANCIS
October 2 @ 11:30am: Book Club Discussion
October 3 @ 11am: Bible Study
October 5 @ 2pm: Fox Hill Forum
October 6 @ 5pm: Blessing of the Animals Service
October 7 @ 5pm: Choral Evensong & Evening of the Arts
October 9 @ 5pm: Youth Choir Rehearsals Begin
October 13 @ 9am: “Boot Camp for the Soul” Confirmation
Class Retreat
October 14 @ 9:15: Baptism
October 14 @ 6pm: Youth Group Meets at St. Francis
October 16 @ 7:30: Vestry Meeting
October 18: Savvy Seniors Luncheon
October 20: Lauren Heywood’s Ordination in Philadelphia
October 20: Potomac Day
October 21: Ingathering Sunday 10am service & Brunch
October 28: “Almost Christian” Adult Forum begins
October 28 @ 6pm: Youth Group meets at Potomac Pres
October 30: Diocesan Regional Assembly at St. Francis

Weekly Events
Sundays at 8am & 9:15am: services
Sundays at 6:00pm: Youth Group
Tuesdays at 9:30am: Morning Prayer
Tuesdays at 5pm: Evening Prayer
Wednesdays at 10am: Holy Eucharist
Wednesdays at 11am: Bible Study
Thursdays at 7am: Mens’ Bible Study
Thursdays at 10am: Morning Prayer
Thursdays at 5pm: Evening Prayer
Fridays at 9:30am: Morning Prayer
Fridays at 5pm: Evening Prayer

Service Time Change: October 21
Single Service at 10am Followed by Parish-Wide Brunch
No Adult Forum

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
November 2 @ 7pm: All Souls Eucharist
November 3 @ 10am: Confirmation Service at the Cathedral
November 4 @ 9:15: Receptio of New Members
November 4 @ 5pm: All Saints Choral Evensong & Reception
November 10 @ 6pm: LobsterFest
November 20: Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at St. Francis
August 16 - 18, 2019: Parish Retreat (Mark Your Calendar Now!)

The next issure of Sounds will be published in early November. Please submit articles and photos by October 15th.
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30

14

28

6 p m - Youth Group @ Potomac
Pres

1 0 : 3 0 a m - Adult Forum for
Parents: "Almost
Christian"
1 0 : 3 0 a m - Adult Forum: Global
South Christianity
1 0 : 3 0 a m - Children and Youth
Sunday School
1 1 : 3 0 a m - Morning Prayer

9 : 1 5 a m - Choral Eucharist

8 a m - Holy Eucharist

Sts. Simon and Jude

1 1 : 3 0 a m - Stewardship
Ingathering Brunch

1 0 a m - Choral Eucharist

Stewardship Ingathering Sunday

Pentecost 22

21

6 p m - Youth Group @ St. Francis

1 1 : 3 0 a m - Morning Prayer

1 0 : 3 0 a m - Adult Forum: Global
South Christianity
1 0 : 3 0 a m - Children and Youth
Sunday School
1 0 : 3 0 a m - Newcomers' Class

9 : 1 5 a m - Family Eucharist

8 a m - Holy Eucharist

Pentecost 21

6 p m - Evening of the Arts

5 p m - Choral Evensong

1 1 : 3 0 a m - Holy Eucharist

1 0 : 3 0 a m - Adult Forum: Global
South Christianity
1 0 : 3 0 a m - Children and Youth
Sunday School
1 0 : 3 0 a m - Newcomers' Class

9 : 1 5 a m - Choral Eucharist

8 a m - Holy Eucharist

Feast of St. Francis

7

1 1 : 3 0 a m - Stewardship Planning
Meeting @ Kinkaid
L ipbm
r a-r yY o u t h G r o u p M e e t i n g
6

1 1 : 3 0 a m - Morning Prayer

9 : 4 5 a m - Service Project:
Serving at Loaves and
Fishes
1 0 : 3 0 a m - Adult Forum: Global
South Christianity
1 0 : 3 0 a m - Children and Youth
Sunday School
1 0 : 3 0 a m - Newcomers' Class

9 : 1 5 a m - Choral Eucharist

Stewardship Campaign Begins:
Guest Preacher Ed Kelaher
8 a m - Holy Eucharist

Pentecost 19

Sun

Mon

Church Offices Closed

Church Offices Closed

Church Offices Closed

Church Offices Closed

Church Offices Closed

St. Francis Church, Potomac Parish

29

22

15

8
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Diocesan Regional Assembly tentative
9 : 3 0 a m - Morning Prayer @
Chapel
5 p m - Evening Prayer

9 : 3 0 a m - Morning Prayer @
Chapel
5 p m - Evening Prayer

7 : 3 0 p m - Vestry Meeting @
Kincaid Library

9 : 3 0 a m - Morning Prayer @
Chapel
5 p m - Evening Prayer

9 : 3 0 a m - Morning Prayer @
Chapel
5 p m - Evening Prayer

5 p m - Evening Prayer

9 : 3 0 a m - Morning Prayer @
Chapel
1 1 : 3 0 a m - WSF Book Club

Tue

30

23

16

9

2

3

10

17

24

31

1 1 a m - Rector's Bible Study @
Kincaid Library
8 p m - AA @ Youth Room

1 0 a m - Holy Eucharist @ Chapel

1 1 a m - Rector's Bible Study @
Kincaid Library
8 p m - AA @ Youth Room

1 0 a m - Holy Eucharist @ Chapel

1 1 a m - Rector's Bible Study @
Kincaid Library
8 p m - AA @ Youth Room

1 0 a m - Holy Eucharist @ Chapel

1 1 a m - Rector's Bible Study @
Kincaid Library
8 p m - AA @ Youth Room

1 0 a m - Holy Eucharist @ Chapel

1 1 a m - Rector's Bible Study @
Kincaid Library
8 p m - AA @ Youth Room

1 0 a m - Holy Eucharist @ Chapel

Wed

8 p m - AA Meeting

7 p m - All Souls' Eucharist

7 p m - Adult Choir Rehearsal

2 p m - Fox Hill Forum

9 : 3 0 a m - Morning Prayer

All Souls' Day

8 p m - AA Meeting

5 p m - Evening Prayer

9 : 3 0 a m - Morning Prayer

8 p m - AA Meeting

5 p m - Evening Prayer

9 : 3 0 a m - Morning Prayer

8 p m - AA Meeting

5 p m - Evening Prayer

9 : 3 0 a m - Morning Prayer

8 p m - AA Meeting

5 p m - Evening Prayer

2 p m - Fox Hill Forum

9 : 3 0 a m - Morning Prayer
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26

19

12

5

13

6

1 0 a m - Confirmation Service,
National Cathedral

1 0 a m - Potomac Day

3

27

20

9 a m - Confirmation Retreat Day

5 p m - Blessing of the Animals
Ser vi ce

Sat

Oct 2018 (Eastern Time - New York)

5 p m - Evening Prayer

1

25

18

11
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Fri

5 p m - Evening Prayer

1 0 a m - Morning Prayer

7 a m - Men's Bible Study

All Saints' Day

7 p m - Adult Choir Rehearsal

5 p m - Evening Prayer

1 0 a m - Morning Prayer

7 a m - Men's Bible Study

7 p m - Adult Choir Rehearsal

1 1 : 3 0 a m - Savvy Seniors
Luncheon
5 p m - Sung Evening Prayer

1 0 a m - Morning Prayer

7 a m - Men's Bible Study

St. Luke's Day

7 p m - Adult Choir Rehearsal

5 p m - Evening Prayer

1 0 a m - Morning Prayer

7 a m - Men's Bible Study

7 p m - Adult Choir Rehearsal

5 p m - Evening Prayer

7 a m - Men's Bible Study
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“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field,
which a man found and covered up; then in his joy he goes into everlasting communion with God. We are people who
believe the Gospel handed down to us. We preach it week by
and sells all that he has and buys that field.”
St. Matthew 13:44 week. It is the measure for all our programs. Our communications all seek to share it with others.
Christians give in response to God’s grace. We who have received abundantly, share generously to bless others, to sup- We worship God in truth and beauty: God has made us to
port work that reflects our faith in action. Statistical anal- know and serve Him. Through worship, we respond to God’s
ysis consistently demonstrates a close correlation between goodness with praise and thanksgiving and He reveals Himchurch participation and charitable giving.
self to us in loving communion. Worship is our destiny, the
life of heaven a perpetual Alleluia. Uniquely among human
But exactly how much should Christians give, and to whom? communities, the church is dedicated first to worship, and it
The tithe (10%) is the traditional standard for financial giving, rightly takes the first part in our budget. We gather the best
but are we expected to tithe on gross or net income? Do we have--in music, spoken word and art, and offer it back
funds that we give to other charitable entities (relief organ- week by week to Him who has given all to us.
izations, universities, mission agencies, cultural institutions)
count as part of the tithe, or should the full amount be given We grow in community: Proclamation and worship gather a
to the local church?
community, and sharing our lives with others draws us closer to Christ. We grow as His disciples by learning together,
I’ve been asked questions like this many times in the years praying for each other, rejoicing and weeping in each other’s
of my ministry, and usually by sincere Christians (not people arms. At St. Francis we expect that people will pray faithfully
looking for loopholes). I’ve read a variety of responses to and serve with dedication, and we do all we can to prepare
these questions, none of which is fully satisfying to me. I’m you for this. We offer classes, answer questions and counnot sure there is a clear answer, aside from the necessity of sel the troubled. We train the young and serve the poor.
seeking God’s guidance and acting as our consciences direct. And we’re trying to learn to do it better through the Renewal
Works program this fall.
We have a responsibility to make wise decisions in these
matters, to give not just generously, but also wisely, making We equip people to use their gifts: The Holy Spirit pours out
choices that are faithful and effective. And I believe very gifts on God’s people, and we help people recognize them
strongly that investing your resources in your local church, and use them to bless others. Our current renewal program
St. Francis, is a wise and effective way to show your gratitude aims to help us do this more effectively. We also make a sigto God.
nificant investment in our staff, people who have developed
their gifts through study and practice, and who find joy in
But what would belong in an “elevator speech” for a church using them for God’s glory. Our staff at St. Francis are comlike ours, a case for supporting St. Francis to the potential mitted to you and to each other. We try to model faithful
“charitable investor.” For me, at least, the following factors discipleship together and find joy in the work set before us.
are most important:
We care for the signs of God’s mercy: That’s one way of thinkWe proclaim the Gospel: Jesus tells us that the new life he ing about our investment in buildings--large buildings at the
has come to bring is like “treasure hidden in a field,” a gift of center of our community, surrounded by beautiful grounds
incomparable value, and that there is “great joy in heaven” enjoyed by many. We are the heirs of the careful planning
when even one person comes to him in repentance and faith. and generosity of those who came before us. The bricks and
The Good News about Jesus transforms lives and brings us
continued on p. 10
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Music Notes
Music at Eventide Series

Choral Eucharist

October 7th at 5pm

Music at Eventide
From the time I arrived in early 1995 to the present, we have
had a Music at Eventide series. This series is intended, and
always has been, to amplify our offerings of praise to God
primarily through evensong liturgies. It is a great source
of joy for me personally and always gives the choir a good
challenge of preparing special canticles and anthems.
Please join us this Sunday at 5 o’clock for our patronal feast
offering of evensong, followed by the Evening of the Arts
dinner and fundraiser presented by the combined children
and youth of our parish. This is a tremendous opportunity
for members of all ages in our parish family to come together, get to know each other a little better, and work to raise
money for a great cause. All proceeds from the evening will
go to Bishop Given Gaula’s educatioal efforts in the Diocese
of Kondoa in Tanzania. Many of you will remember Given’s
wonderful spirit and presence among us as a seminarian
when he attended VTS. Please come and help us continue
to support him in his vital work in Africa. Don’t forget to
bring lots of greenbacks to purchase raffle tickets, arcade
challenges, arts and crafts, and a Franciscan cookies and
cakes dessert bar!
Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant unto thy people
grace to renounce gladly the vanities of this world; that,
following the way of blessed Francis, we may for love of
thee delight in thy whole creation with perfectness of joy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
(Collect for the Feast of Francis of Assisi, Friar, 1228)

Looking ahead, our next Music at Eventide event will be our
annual All Saints’ evensong on November 4th at 5 o’clock. A
festal reception follows in St Francis Hall and childcare will
be provided from 4:30-6:30 in the cribbery. Please do join
us for this beloved annual parish offering in the quiet candlelit beauty of our parish church.

Almighty and ever-living God, we yield unto thee most
high praise and hearty thanks for the wonderful grace and
virtue declared in all thy saints, who have been the choice
vessels of thy grace, and the lights of the world in their
several generations; most humbly beseeching thee to give
us grace so to follow the example of their steadfastness in
thy faith, and obedience to thy holy commandments, that
at the day of the general resurrection, we, with all those
who are of the mystical body of thy Son, may be set on his
right hand, and hear that his most joyful voice: “Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world.” Grant this, O Father, for
the sake of the same thy Son Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. (BCP, p. 487)
-Gary Davison
Organist & Choirmaster
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FROM THE RECTOR, continued from p. 5

paving stones of St. Francis are full of memories for many of
you--baptisms, weddings and funerals when God revealed
His deep love. We are stewards of this heritage, full of blessings. A new partnership in the use of our school space allows for opportunities to touch more lives.

St. Francis Episcopal Church

We use our resources wisely: We understand that gifts made
to the church are a sacred trust. The vestry at Saint Francis
make careful plans and work hard to live within our means.
Our finance committee reviews our financial decisions and
we aim to share information about the way we use funds as
transparently as possible. You know the people who spend
this money and they are ready to answer your questions and
listen to your concerns.
There is something very special about giving to local churches like ours. Even in these days of declining institutional loyalty, religious giving still counts for 32% of American charitable donations (Giving USA Foundation, 2017). That’s more
than twice as much as the next largest sector.
I believe that our pledges toward our 2019 Parish budget
will be a wise and effective investment. Take the time to
discern carefully and give thanks for the chance to give what
you have for a share in such a treasure.
In Christ, Fr. Mark+

Confirmation Service

November 3, 2018 at 10am
National Cathedral

Please talk to Father Mark if you our your child would like to
be confirmed. Those who will be confirmed will first have a
confirmation class and a half day retreat to prepare for this
faith milestone.

By The Grace of God - Faith Stories Among Us
“Last summer, when my daughter Valerie had an opportunity to get into a residential housing program after a
two-year wait, only to be unable to present her to the board because of a mistake in filing documentation with
the Developmental Disabilities Administration, I had a talk with God. This house seemed perfect: located in Potomac, three young women moving in together, including one Valerie knew while growing up. My faith saved me from the
brink of utter despair. “God,” I said, “As a man of faith, I believe you have a master plan for my daughter, but right now, I
don’t see it. I hope you know what you are doing.” Fast forward one year later: Valerie will be presented to the board this
month to move into an apartment. It seems like such a better fit for Valerie. Her apartment is walking distance to Fallsgrove
Village Center, which features a GameStop, a PetValu, Mama Lucia’s and many other small eateries, as well as a grocery
store. The Potomac house would have required taking a bus to get anywhere. Her one roommate is an older women who
is funny, talkative, and can’t wait for Valerie to move in. She will have a chef, a food shopper, and an overnight aide at her
disposal. The apartment complex has a swimming pool and a gym. I think God got it right.”
- Chris Rigaux
We welcome your stories of grace and your stories of faith - be they God winks or miracles.
Please contact Karen Schneider if you have something to share.
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Reaching
Out
Our Faith at Work in our community
Ministry of the Month: Interfaith Works
Founded in 1972, Interfaith Works is a non-profit and
non-sectarian coalition of over 165 congregations of diverse
faiths, working together to meet the needs of the poor and
homeless in Montgomery County. Its mission is to equip under-served individuals and families in crisis to lift themselves
from poverty and homelessness. To that end, IW’s trained
professional staff oversees multiple programs addressing the
full continuum of care, including prevention, stabilization, vocational and emergency assistance. Many of you have joined
the Parish Outreach Committee over the years in serving at
one of them, the Interfaith Works Womens Center, a 70-bed
facility offering emergency shelter, meals, assessment, vocational training and case management to temporarily homeless adult women.

Beginning on our Patronal Feast Day, October 7,
through All Saints’ Sunday, November 4, the
Outreach
Committee
will be collecting jackets,
coats, fleeces, gloves,
mittens, hats, scarves,
and (new this year)
sweaters and blankets.
Items for men, women,
teens and kids gratefully accepted. Interfaith Clothing Center,
like all of IW’s programs, strives to help clients retain a sense
of pride and dignity by offering only quality items. When donating, please adhere to their guidelines:

• lightly used items only
• donated items should be clean and free of stains
Some Not-So-Fun Facts
• no items which are ripped or torn, or in need of zippers or
other repairs
No other county in the metro area, including D.C., experienced increases in poverty (ability to support self or family
above the local threshold income) comparable to those oc- Boxes will be placed by the kiosk in the parish building lobby,
adjacent to Kincaid Library.
curring in Montgomery County in the late 2000s:
• One adult with two children must earn above $77,933 to
make ends meet, according to the County’s self-sufficien- Last year’s drive drew a tremendous response: we’re hopcy standard.
ing to have several carloads’ worth of winter goods to de• The average rent for a two-bedroom apartment in the liver again! Contact Andy Jordan or the parish office with
County is $1,200/month: that is the entire paycheck of any questions. Or visit www.iworksmc.org/interfaith.works.
someone working full-time at minimum wage.
clothing.center/ to learn more. Thank you.
• One in three children enrolled in MCPS qualify for free
and reduced price meals through the Federal government
- Susan Dolan, Parish Outreach Committee2
Here’s where you come in: Winter Wear Clothing Drive for
Interfaith Works Clothing Center

In Other Outreach News:

Fall is here: time to pack
away the t-shirts and cutoffs
and haul out the coats, jackets and sweaters you’ll be
needing all too soon. Closet switching, for most of us,
means closet weeding: this
month the Parish Outreach Committee asks you to re-purpose your outgrown or seldom worn winter wear by donating it, and we’ll do the work for you (except for the weeding
out!).

Our Sunday School, Youth Group
and Choral youth are joining forces
to present the Evening of the Arts
on October 7th, this year coupled
with an Evensong for the Feast of
Saint Francis. Be sure to RSVP, turn
out and support this special fundraiser supporting the educational
and evangelical work of Bishop Given Gaula, Diocese of Kondoa in Tanzania. (See details on p 9 & 12).

Interfaith Clothing Center provides low income families with
clothing and household goods free of charge, allowing them
to use more of their financial resources on food, rent, utilities, medicine and other basic needs. Referred clients may
“shop” once a month, and the shelves are in need of replenishing now that school is in full gear and winter approaches.
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We DO Make A Difference

Below is a recent letter from Bishop Given Gaula in Kondoa, Tanzania. In recent years, we have donated the proceeds from
our Potomac Country House Tour and Evening of the Arts fundraiser to his women’s empowerment and training programs.
The upcoming annual Evening of the Arts fundraiser presented by the St. Francis Sunday School and Youth will again donate
all proceeds to Bishop Gaula’s programs. As you can see, our efforts here at St. Francis have a real impact on the girls and
women in these programs. Please come and support this year’s Evening of the Arts Fundraiser on October 7th so we can
continue to spread God’s word and empower the women.
Entrepreneurship skill class by Rev. Lilian Gula

Dear Susan,
Warmest Christian greetings and peace!
I am sorry for not replying your email on time! I have away in
U.K. visiting Lambeth Palace and the Diocese of Rochester for
their clergy conference! I have extremely busy with their program
scheduled for me!
Thank you very much for all the information you have provided in
regards to support us with Women Empowernment program! You
have real encouraged us so much in the last five years which St
Francis has kindly supported us! We highly appreciate our friendship and support. I just can’t imagine that St Francis has supported
my ministry for the last thirteen years! I thank and praise God for
bringing St Francis into our lives! Indeed without the support of St
Francis I would not been a bishop today! I serve the wider church
because of St Francis! God had an eternal purpose to bring me
at St Francis while at Virginia Theological Seminary! You have
walked alongside us in so many ways! And the church of Christ in
the Diocese of Kondoa, in Tanzania and worldwide has benefited
through you support! I highly appreciate your support which has
encouraged us so much!
I am forwarding you a recently photos of some of our girls learning life skills so that their life can be transformed by the Love of
God! Our God through Christ transforms the lives of the poorest
people holistically! Most of these girls who comes from both Muslims and Christian comes from one of the poorest families in this
world and the Church in the Diocese of Kondoa tries to provide
hope for them! And St Francis has made this possible through your
support! You make the gospel relevant to the lives of the poorest
people! That is how Jesus said in regards to his mission the spirit
has anointed Jesus to bring good news to the poor and St Francis is
following this example of Jesus!
I pray that the fundraising event will be guided by our Lord Jesus Christ and that the power of the Holy Spirit will inspire the
hearts of many saints at Francis to participate and give generously
in order the good news to the poor can be proclaimed through the
mission of the Church!

Sewing and entrepreneurship class lead by Elizabeth
Ngede and Sarah Saini

Sewing class led by Keorsi Mzuri

Entrepreneurship skill class by Elizabeth Ngede and Sarah
Saini

Sewinng class girls with their teacher Kerosi Mzuri

May God richly bless you
Thanks
Bishop Dr Given Gaula
Anglican Diocese of Kondoa
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“There are stars
among us”

Lauren Heywood

Parishioner
Profile

We have been announcing the upcoming ordination of Lauren Heywood and thought you might be interested in how
she chose this path. Lauren arrived at St. Francis in 1999,
by way of Pennsylvania and Texas, with her family – parents
David and Barbara, and older siblings Chris and Lexi. Lauren
attended St. Francis Episcopal Day School and St. Andrew’s
Episcopal School, where she ran Cross Country, threw lots
of pots, was active on School Vestry, and graduated as Salutatorian.
At St. Francis, Lauren joined the Jr. Choir in 3rd Grade, rose
to Head Chorister, and was named a Choral Scholar in the
Adult Choir. Lauren was also an active member of the Youth
Group throughout High School. Gary Davison, David Hirsch
(former Youth Leader), and St. Andrew’s Chaplain Luther
Ziegler were very influential in her growth as a Christian.

Lauren attended Dartmouth College where
she majored in Classical Languages and
graduated Cum Laude
in 2014. Lauren sang
with the Handel Society
all four years of college,
clearly taking advantage of those church
choir experiences! Finding a church at college proved to be
a challenge, but Lauren persisted, attending Our Savior Lutheran in Hanover, NH, where she was warmly adopted by
the pastors and congregation. The pastors encouraged Lauren’s exploration of a call to ministry and set up a visit and
interviews at the
Lutheran Theological Seminary of
Philadelphia (LTSP).
That visit led to a
10-week position
in
Washington,
D.C., with the Pastor of Luther Place
– a female church
leader engaged in
urban ministry.

“Everyone has a
story to tell if you
simply listen”

Lauren entered the LTSP in
Fall, 2014. She was elected President of the Student
Body her second year, served
a full-time internship as Vicar of Trinity Lutheran Church,
Lehighton, PA, her third year,
and served as Sr. Sacristan in
her fourth and final year of
seminary. Lauren also served
in two different area churches
during her years on campus.
Lauren graduated from LTSP now combined with Lutheran
Theological Seminary Gettysburg and renamed United Lutheran Seminary – in May. Lauren was called to serve as
Pastor of St. David’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, in August, and will be ordained by the Bishop of the SE
Pennsylvania Synod on October 20. All are invited to attend
this service in Philadelphia.

-Barbara Heywood

St. Francis Episcopal Church
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The theme for the 2018-2019
program year at St. Francis is

Spiritual Renewal
MARK YOUR CALENDAR for our

Parish Retreat
August 16 - 18 2019
Faith and Fun for the whole family

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
And renew a steadfast spirit within me.
St. Francis Book Club
Here are the dates and selections for the upcoming 2018 Women of St. Francis Book Club meetings, which are open to all. We generally meet
at 11:30am on the first Tuesday of the month,
with a few exceptions. Upcoming books:

d
LoveG
o
Neighbor

Psalm 51:10

October 2: We will be reading “The Tsar of Love
and Techno” by Anthony Marra. The discussion
will be led by Louise G. Amazon Review: “This
stunning, exquisitely written collection introduces a cast of remarkable characters whose lives intersect in ways both life-affirming and heartbreaking. A 1930s Soviet censor painstakingly corrects offending photographs, deep underneath Leningrad, bewitched by the image of a disgraced prima ballerina. A chorus of women
recount their stories and those of their grandmothers, former gulag prisoners who settled
their Siberian mining town. Two pairs of brothers share a fierce, protective love. Young men
across the former USSR face violence at home and in the military. And great sacrifices are
made in the name of an oil landscape unremarkable except for the almost incomprehensibly
peaceful past it depicts.”
November 6th: “East is East” by TC Boyle. Discussion led by Terri V.
December 4th: “Lincoln in the Bardo” by George Saunders. Discussion led by Mary B.
January 8th: “Before the Fall” by Noah Hawley. (Need a volunteer for lead)
February 5th: “In the Garden of Beast” by Erik Larson. Discussion led “by Nancy H.
We invite you to join us!
St. Francis Episcopal Church
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Children Happy
with the
Knowledge of
God

I

am thankful that at St. Francis Episcopal Church we value Christian Education. This church has not shied from the
sacrifice of time, resources, and labor involved in preserving
the Sunday school hour. The presence of a program and the
depth of learning in that program will bear fruit in the lives
of these young people. It will bear fruit for the church of
Christ and our denomination.
The recent reading (Psalm 78 NRSV)) in the Daily Office
lectionary reminds me of this importance to God: “He established a decree in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel,
which he commanded our ancestors to teach to their children; that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and rise up and tell them to their children;
so that they should set their hope in God, and not forget the
works of God, but keep his commandments;”.

O

ur annual EVENING OF THE ARTS will be early
this year - on October 7th, we will mark our
Patronal Feast with a beautiful Choral Evensong at
5:00pm immediately followed by our Evening of the
Arts Reception featuring musical and dramatic selections, and an art gallery. All funds raised will
benefit the work of Bishop Given Gaula in Kondoa,
Tanzania. We invite all our Sunday School children
to prepare music, poetry, drama or art for presentation to those attending the reception following
the Evensong on October 7th.
- Missy Beall

The psalmist goes on to reveal the tragic consequences of not “keeping in mind his power, or
the day when he redeemed them from the foe.”
Please give thanks with me that at St. Francis we
have the opportunity to teach our children the
power of their creator and the amazing truth
that he sent his only begotten Son to redeem us
from our foe. Please pray that each one of our St.
Francis children “set their hope” in Him.
Test your bible knowledge against our Sunday
School students: What are the Eleven Acts of
God (and one mystery picture) represented here
that followed God’s warning to Pharaoh?
4: 22. “And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus
saith the LORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn: 23. And I say unto thee, Let my son go, that
he may serve me: and if thou refuse to let him
go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy firstborn.”
Hint: see Exodus 4 - 12
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Kids’ Corner

Stewardship - you might hear this word used a lot around church these next few weeks. What is stewardship? Basically, it
means taking good care of something that is not yours. Think about the times when your parents need to go somewhere
and they can’t bring you with them. They pick someone they trust, like your gradparents or your babysitter, to take care
of you. Similarly, God trusts you to take care of His creation - the earth and every living creature. Christians do God’s work
on the earth, and he relies on us to help him take care of His people, animals, and property!
There are many ways to care for God’s creation, including praying, cleaning up the earth, taking care of injured animals,
helping out at a senior center, packing food and sending it to
people who don’t have enough to eat (remember wearing I don’t think there’s a person alive who doesn’t like french
those red caps and packing all those boxes for Rise Against fries. When they’re hot and fresh and crisp and golden,
Hunger?), and donating coats and hats to people who need they’re pretty hard to resist. Do you get french fries when
them. Just as important is donating money to the church so you go out to eat?
it can do these things too.
Now let me ask you this: Have you ever had to pay the french
Since church is not like a store that sells things, the only way fry tax? The french fry tax is not a government tax. It’s a Mom
the church gets money is from people giving their money to and Dad tax. It’s what happens when Mom or Dad reaches
the church. The ushers collect these donations when they over across the table and takes a french fry from your plate
pass around those gold bowls on Sundays. What does the Some people might consider this stealing. The french fry
church do with the money that parishioners donate? Lots of came with your meal! But let me ask you another question:
things - we make sure the lights, heat and air conditioning Who paid for you to have french fries with your meal? Unwork; we mow the grass, pull weeds, and shovel snow off less you already own your own business or unless Grandma
the walkways; we buy Sunday School supplies; we donate grabbed the bill first, the answer is probably Mom and Dad.
to homeless shelters; we even buy lemonade, donuts and It was Mom and Dad who earned the money to buy your
snacks for you!
french fries. So when you think about it, is it your french fry
or is it Mom and Dad’s fries that they allow you to enjoy?
How much do people give back to God? That depends on
each person. But one way to think about is with 3 contain- The french fry tax is a good reminder that the blessings we
ers marked Give, Save, and Spend. Give is God’s money, the enjoy are not ours but are gifts from the Lord. That goes not
offering that we give back to Him. Save is money that is only for our possessions, but also for our money. Yes, we
put away for use in the future. Spend is money that can be work hard to earn money, but the Lord gives us money—
spent on something we want such as candy or a toy. When along with everything else He gives—to manage for Him. He
you earn some money for chores or allowance, you can put wants us to use our money, our talents, and our possessions
some into each container.
for Him. And a big part of using our money for Him is giving
to our church so that it too can do God’s work.
St. Francis is having our Stewardship capaign now, which
is when we ask our parishiones to promise to give some of
Exceprt taken from www.childrens-ministry-deals.com
their money to the church. When we have our big luncheon
on October 21, we’ll be thanking everyone for the money
St. Francis Episcopal Church
they have set aside for church and for God. 			
-KS

13

2019 Stewardship Campaign
The Annual Pledge Campaign begins This Month

A

s children of God, we are entrusted to be Stewards of God’s creation in every aspect of our lives. According to the Canons
of the Episcopal Church, Christian Stewardship is comprised of:
(i) reverence for the creation and right use of God’s gifts;
(ii) generous and consistent offering of time, talent, and treasure for the mission and ministry of the Church at home
and abroad, including an awareness of the biblical standard of the tithe; and
(iii) the responsibility of all persons to make a will, including consideration of Planned Giving to the Church.

erosity. The timeline of the campaign is as follows:

In October and November of each year, our focus is on the second
aspect of Stewardship -- the Annual Giving Campaign. A successful campaign will be an outward and visible sign of the progress
being made in the broader program of Spiritual Renewal upon
which our parish is now embarking. We hope that the increasing
number of our new members will be moved to support the parish financially, and that some long-standing members who have
not pledged in the past but have always given of their treasure,
will now pledge in order to assist us in our financial planning.
This is time to reflect on God’s abundant gifts to us and to pledge
part of our treasure to God in 2019 in joyful response to His gen-

The Campaign will begin on Sunday, September 30th when the Rev. Ed Kelleher, Rector of All Saints, Chevy Chase will
preach on Stewardship. If you cannot attend this service, a recording of the sermon will be available on our YouTube channel
(St Francis Epsicopal Church Potomac MD) or on our web site. During services on October 7th and October 14th, members of
the Parish will give a short testimony. These speakers will discuss why they pledge, and how the money we all give is being
used effectively.
In the first week of October, each parish household will receive in the mail a letter requesting a pledge for 2018, a pledge
card, and a return envelope. The letter will include information on the alternative ways of paying your pledge.
On Sunday October 21st , we will celebrate the Ingathering of Pledges. There will be only one service at 10:00 am. Completed pledge cards should be brought to church and placed (face down or in a sealed envelope) in collection baskets. These
cards will be blessed so that the gifts they signify may bring forth good fruit in the coming year. Everyone is invited to an
Ingathering Brunch following the 10:00am service. It will be provided by the Women and Men of St. Francis at no charge. The
menu will include regular and vegetable strata, French toast casserole, fruit salad, green salad, and beverages – mimosas,
orange juice, tea, coffee, and lemonade. During the Brunch, the pledges will be tallied, and their total $ amount announced
and celebrated toward the end of the meal.
We hope everyone can attend services on October 21st . There will be no Sunday School so that whole families can come to
the celebratory brunch. Nursery care will be provided for very young children. RSVPs for the Brunch are required in advance
to ensure there is sufficient food for all. To this end, RSVP cards will be available for completion at services on October 7th
and October 14th. You may also reply on-line through Realm by Tuesday, October 16th. If you are travelling on October 21st
or otherwise not able to bring your completed pledge card to Church on Ingathering Sunday, please mail your pledge to the
church before October 16th, or make your pledge on-line through Realm by October 16th.
In late October and early November, Vestry members will contact households that have not yet pledged for 2018. The objective of this follow-up is to obtain a pledge total that is as accurate as possible by mid-November so that the overall budget
of income and expenditure for 2018 may developed for, and approved at, the December Vestry meeting.
If you have any questions about the campaign or your pledge, please contact Fr. Mark or any member of the Vestry. We are
happy to discuss all aspects of pledging.

Your gift matters – The Discipline of Giving is Essential for Our Spiritual Growth
Leigh Alexander
Vestry, Stewardship Portfolio
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How is your pledge used?

Church Programs and Personnel

Worship services
Clergy & staff salaries
Glorious music
Sunday School and Youth activities & materials
Food & decor for church events
Church Retreat
Bingo Night, Squaredances, Picnics, Luncheons, etc.

Maintain & Repair Church Facilites

Determining what
you can give to St. Francis

Building utilities & Wifi service
Landscaping, snow shoveling & ice melt
HVAC maintenance, etc.

1. Consider God’s word: “Based on the
gift each one has received, use it to serve
others, as good managers of the varied grace of
God.” – 1 Peter 4:10

Help Those in Need

Donations to local and global organizations: RAH,
Christmas Baskets, Lenten Projects, Giving Tree,
Support of Diocese of Kondoa, Shelter Meals, etc.

2. Think about what St. Francis does for your family:
teaching values, building community, modeling love,
serving others

Spread our Faith

Website and social media engagement
Community Events (Potomac Day, Movie Nights, etc)
Conferences and special programs

3. Listen: How is God telling you do do His work
through St. Francis? God’s Work, Your Hands
4. Reallocate: eat in one more night a week; skip
coffee one day; do movie night at home; buy generic laundry detergent; turn down the AC;
make it yourself

How will you help St. Francis
continue God’s work in 2019?

Can you find $10 more a
week?
Your weekly donation

2018 Pledge Campaign Metrics
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$2,600

$90

$4,680

$100

$5,200

$110

$5,720

$120

$6,240

$150

$7,800

$200

$10,400

Pledging vs. Giving:

$5,0

01 -

$4,001 -

0

01

$5

$6,0

0
1,0

$3,001- 4,000
$4,001 - 5,000

$5,000

3,0

$4

0
,00

$1001 - $2000
$2001 - $3000

-$

00

01

8%

0

,50

10%

$

500

$2,080

7%

$7

$1,

001

,000

$40

1-

$501 - 1000
20%

$5,001 - 6,000
- $2

$6,001 - $7,500

,00

0

$7,501 - 10,000

1 - $3

$1,820

,00

$2,00

$35

Food For Thought...where do you fit in?

$1,560

$20,001 +
0
0,00
00
0,0

$30

$1

$1,300

$6

$0-$500

- $2

$25

7%

1-

$1,040

6%

001

$20

3%

3%
3%

$10,

Annual Total

,50
$7

Weekly
Donation

$0 - $

really adds up!

22%

$10,001 - $20,000
$20,001 +

11%

•
•
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•

145 families pledged a total of $662,000
47% of pledges were under $2,000
28% of pledges were between $2,000 and $5,000
17% of pledges were between $5,000 and $10,000
6% of pledges were over $10,000
10 families gave 41% of the total amount pledged
($271,400)

Pledges are commitments to give
a specified dollar amount over the
*this data does not include those who give but don’t pledge
year. Gifts are occasional donations. Pledging helps the church
create a realistic budget across the year. Gifts are wonderful extras that we gratefully accept but can’t
count on - we can’t plan for income that we don’t know is coming. Even if you give once a year, please
submit a pledge card with your best guess or a conservative estimate so we can incorporate that into our
budget. Thanks!
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The theme for the 2018-2019
program year here at St. Francis is

Spiritual Renewal
Vestry Portfolio Profiles: Fellowship & Laity
In this and the coming editions of Sounds, you will find short profiles of the various portfolios and ministries undertaken
by the vestry members and parishioners of St. Francis. Our church is very active and we want to make sure the parish is informed on the myriad and godly works being done by your fellow parishioners. Beyond good internal communications and
transparency, we are also hoping that these informational pieces can spark additional volunteers and help with the spiritual
development of individual parishioners and the entire parish. Here is the first profile: Fellowship & Laity, overseen by vestry
member Kathy Barker.
As the Vestry member who holds the Fellowship & Laity Portfolio, I would like to share with you what this ministry represents
within the parish. In a sense, you could think of it as the many niches within St. Francis where people who share common
interests come together to find a place within the larger Christian home of St. Francis.
A partial listing of the outreach, worship, and operational activities under the umbrella of the Fellowship & Laity Portfolio,
along with the people who lead them, are . . .
Acolytes - Keith Gardiner & Libby Rubin
Altar Guild - Liz Harrison
Audit/Finance Committee - John Jasin
Bible Study Groups - Father Mark & Father Mac
Book Club - Mary Blehar
Building/Grounds Committee - Don Harrison
Capital Campaign - Kathleen Alexander
Choir - Adult/Children - Gary Davison
Communication - Karen Schneider
Evangelism (church growth) and Newcomer Integration - Lexi Heywood/Susan Dolan
Flower Guild - Sue Tendall
Fundraising - Men of St. Francis - Chris Rigaux/Women of St. Francis - Carol Jarvis
Lay Readers - Karen Brinkmann
Loaves & Fishes - Laural Bahar
Outreach projects - Sandy Gaddy
• Men of St. Francis (Chris Rigaux) - BBQ for the Men’s Shelter in Rockville, Working with the Youth Group, etc
• Women of St. Francis (Carol Jarvis) - Fundraising for Stepping Stone Shelter, Interfaith Works at Women’s Center, Rise
Against Hunger, Food Baskets at Christmas, Parish Outreach Grants, etc
Parish Administration - Anne Baker
Petal Pushers - Liz Harrison
Planned Giving - Pat McNeilly
Prayer Services - Evening prayer/Morning prayer/Sunday services (8:00, 9:15, 11:30) - Father Mark/Father Mac
Savvy Seniors - Don Harrison & Lynn Astrich
Stewardship - Leigh Alexander
Ushers - Jeff Young
Vestry Retreats - Father Mark
Youth Group - Father Mac
Youth Ministry - Renita Ford
-Christian Education - Adult/Youth/Children - Father Mark/Pastor Allison/Father Mac/Missy Beall
In addition, St. Francis has many activities which are more social in nature . . .
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• Coffee Receptions on Sunday following our 9:15 service
before the Adult forums in St. Francis Hall
• Lemonade/Iced Tea Receptions are hosted during the
summer after our 10:00 service usually in the Courtyard
• EvenSong Receptions
• Potluck Dinners at parishioners’ homes
• Simple Soup Dinners after Vespers during Lent
• Community Events - Lectures & Desserts - Diocesan Regional meetings, Interfaith meetings, Prayer Convention

“

Just as scripture tells us “In my father’s house there are many
rooms”, we hope that you find your comfortable places, your
homes within our larger Christian home, to be with friends
and good company. We encourage you to join in these activities and find your place in the life of St. Francis Epicsopal
Church - You’ll find excellent company, generosity, inspiration, and fun.
Kathy Barker
Fellowship & Laity - Vestry Portfolio

Click Here to Take the Survey

Why I Give

Watching my children feel and receive the love of God through the people of St. Francis is
heart warming. Because of the teachings, actions, words, and prayers of the people here at
St. Francis, my children know that they are loved by God and by their church family. This
love gives them the inner strength and confidence to meet their challenges. There is no greater
comfort than knowing that God is there with you, always. I give to St. Francis for many
reasons, but top among them is to thank God for the people of St. Francis and to make sure
that the church can continue to offer the programs and actitivies that sustain them and inspire
them to spread God's love to my children and beyond.
- Karen Schneider

“

Periodic Financial
Summary

Here is a summary of the church’s current financial status.
This does not include any details, and is not a complete picture of the year, but serves as a dashboard so you can see if
we are on track.

St. Francis Episcopal Church

As you can see from this chart, which includes data from
January through August 2018, we had higher than budgeted
pledge income for the period and higher than budgeted expenses, which leaves us slightly below budget for the period.
Though we are below budget currently, the treasureer and
vestry believe we are still in a good position for the year. We
continue to work to stay within our budget for the rest the
year. Please continue to make your pledges to help us keep
on track.

Actual

Budget

Difference

Pledge Receipts

$512,818

$488,000

$24,818

Other Income

$135,419

$136,477

($1,058)

Total Income

$648,237

$624,477

$23,760

Expenses

$649,850

$629,923

($19,927)

Net Income

($1,613)

($5,446)

$3,833

Financial Summary
January through August 2018
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FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN

Among the items discussed at its September 18th meeting, Financial Report
those of immediate concern to the parish are summarized
below.
Ms. Cuddapah distributed the Income Statement. Ms. Cuddapah stated that we are very close to being on budget,
Update on church front doors
with pledge revenue YTD exceeding budget, and expenses
YTD also over budget by $15,000, but with a narrowing of
Ms. Baker stated that we have a bid of $6,250 from United the gap. Our annual budget for building repairs and mainGlass Door, which does not include replacing the brass locks tenance is $28,000 and we have already spent $32,000. Net
and additional work that a different company needs to do. revenue YTD is at a slight loss ($1,613). The Financial Report
Ms. Baker estimates a total expense of $10,000. A motion was approved by unanimous vote.
was passed by unanimous vote to approve a total expendiDexter Ewel,
ture of $10,000 to refurbish the front doors.
Senior Warden
Discussion regarding proposal for humidifying organ chamber
Mr. Davison made a presentation and pointed out that since
the recent installation of our HVAC system, the church interior humidity levels have varied between very high humidity in
the summer and very low humidity in the winter, which leads
to stress on the wooden wind chests and leather seals and
pouches of the organ. Mr. Davison shared proposals to install
a humidification system in the organ chamber ($4,961), and
a dehumidification system for the entire church ($3,225). After discussion, a motion was passed by unanimous vote, to
proceed with humidification of the organ chamber, with the
expenditure of $4,961 coming from capital campaign funds.
Discussion of proposal for rain garden
Mr. Harrison introduced Tina Rouse, Program Manager,
Friends of Cabin John Creek, a not-for-profit organization.
Chris Rigaux, Susie Burbage, and Laurel Bahar have met with
the Grounds Committee concerning their desire for a rain
garden on the church property. A rain garden temporarily
captures and holds storm water runoff. Ms. Rouse presented
the option of her organization taking on responsibility for the
design of the garden (to be installed by a landscape company), with funding through a grant from the Chesapeake Bay
Trust. The grant application is due on September 27 and must
include a letter of commitment from the church, a decision
that could later be reversed by St. Francis. After extensive
questions and discussion, a motion was made to provide the
letter of commitment. The Vestry discussed the motion, especially the concerns of many about the possible expense of
maintaining the garden over the years, uncertainty about the
best location, and discomfort with the sense of urgency, and
the motion was withdrawn.

Photos of our Parishioners
Using photos of those who participate in
church activities fosters a greater sense of
community and helps to display the vibrancy and joy of our church community to others. We use photos to enhance the quality
of our print materials, newsletters, website,
social media, publicity, and fundraising. You
do have the right to opt out of inclusion in
church photographs and media. If you would
like to do this, please complete the Opt-Out
Form that is available in the Church Office and
on the privacy section of our website: https://
stfrancispotomac.org/privacy-policy/.
The
privacy page also includes information about
the procedures we use to ensure the security of personal information that you choose to
share with the church.

St. Francis Episcopal Church
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Men at (Good) Work
St. Francis Parish-wide LOBSTERFEST
Mark your calendars for the annual LobsterFest:
November 10th at 6pm. Here are the preliminary details:
The Men of St. Francis are again sponsoring LOBSTERFEST - a Parish-wide event - on Saturday night, Nov. 10,
from 6 - 8pm, in St. Francis Hall. This Fest is a full meal
centered on a fresh steamed lobster (1 ½ pound) with
baked potatoes, cole slaw; an apple/pear crumble desert, all prepared in the church kitchen by volunteers.
The cost for dinner is $30 each. Beer and wine will also
be avilable for purchase. Last year’s sellout event proved
that this is an opportunity to meet new St. Francis members, old friends and guests, and have a delightful time!
This is not a fund-raiser for the church. We expect to
just break even plus maybe a little extra. It is a joyful fall
get-together!

LobsterFest
No ve mbe r 10 t h at 6pm
$30 pe r me al

The lobsters will be purchased for us in Booth Bay, Maine MEALS MUST BE RESERVED IN ADVANCE
and trucked directly to Potomac in a Kiwanis Club truck
the day before the Lobsterfest. As you can imagine, we
RSVP BY TUESDAY, NOV 6 AT 4PM
can’t blindly order a bunch of expensive lobsters hoping
through Realm or in the Church office or email Devar
someone will come buy them! We need you to reserve
your lobster(s) in advance. We are going to order a max- Burbage at devarbur@yahoo.com. Pay through Realm or by
imum of 70 meals, based on reservations! The number is
check at the door.
the capacity of our kitchen and staff. The deadline for reserving your lobster meal is Monday, November 5, if we
don’t max out before then! Please use Realm to reserve
your lobsters! Payment for your reserved lobsters will be
at the door of the event by cash or check. Contact the
church office for more information.
Devar Burbage, Event Chair Menu: Fresh Maine lobster, baked potato, coleslaw, apple crisp,
soft drinks.
Beer and wine available for purchase.

Join us for our most popular
event of the year!

Okoberfest

September 29th was our annual Oktoberfest gathering. The stout Men of St. Francis enjoyed delicious German fare and special German Ales and Wines. A rowdy
evening was had by all, and we enjoyed our time together celebrating fall, Germany, and delicious ales.

**Please note that an order is a commitment to pay**

The Men of St. Francis is an informal organization for all
our church men, so males are automatically members!
Contact the church office or Chris Rigaux for information.
We are always happy to hear your suggestions for
activities.

St. Francis Episcopal Church
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FROM THE SAVVY

SENIORS COMMITTEE

Our next Savvy Seniors luncheon will be Thursday October
185h at 12 noon. We hope you will join us.
Any and all interested persons (regardless of age!) are welcome for any of our presentations. For those who wish,
bring a sandwich—drinks will be offered. A donation of five
dollars is suggested. Please register through Realm or by
calling the church office. For more information, contact Don
Harrison or Nancy Hoke.
If you have suggestions for future topics or speakers, please
contact Don Harrison at donh811@verizon.net.

T

hank you to the many parishioners who
volunteered to host the Lemonade/Iced
Tea receptions we all enjoyed on the Courtyard after our 10:00 service throughout the
summer.
Nancy Cressy & Suzie Burbage, the Drucker
Family, the Schneider Family, Friends from
Fox Hill led by Emilee Reynolds & Pat Bernard, Norma & Jeff Young, Jane Kirkhoff &
Chris Nurse, Diane Seward, Barbara Moore,
Terri Vande Sande, and Laurel Bahar.
- Kathy Barker, Vestry - Fellowship Portfolio

St. Francis on the Web
We now record audio and video of sermons given here at
St. Francis. If you missed a Sunday, have a friend or family
member with whom you would like to share a sermon, or
just want to hear a sermon again, you can access them from
YouTube or sermon.net.
Videos are available on our YouTube channel ‘St. Francis
Episcopal Church, Potomac MD.’ You can search for the
channel from the YouTube home page. You can turn on
the closed captioning feature if you like - it prints text of the
sermon at the bottom of the page.
Audio-only recordings of sermons can also be accessed
from This Link to Sermon.net (https://stfrancisepiscopalpotomacmd.sermon.net).
We are building a new website, and plan to launch it in the
next few weeks. It will be dynamic and engaging, and we
hope it will help us better spread the word about all the
wonderful programs and activities here at St. Francis. Stay
tuned and be sure to check it out!

Contact Information Please make sure the
church has your current contact information,
including your email address.
We use email for many of our communications
- if you have recently changed your address,
please let us know.

Are you new to St. Francis?
We’re very glad you are here! We look forward to getting to know you better, and we hope you will join us at our upcoming
services and other parish activities. Most of our services and activities are listed here in this newsletter, but please visit our
website to learn more about our church. Our weekly email announcements also provide timely reminders and updates.
Please share your contact information with us so we can give you a proper welcome. Visit our website to join our email list
so you receive our weekly and monthly communications. In addition, please fill out the communication card in the pew or
in your church bulletin, or simpy call the office at 301-365-2055 to provide your contact information. Father Mark Michael,
our newcomers committee, and our entire church family welcome you with open arms.
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Adult Education
Adult Forums and Sunday School are held at 10:30am on
Sundays. Currently, we have two concurrent adult forums.
We hope you will find them engaging and enlightening.
Christianity in the Global South: We will explore the practice
of Christianity in Asia, Africa and Latin America, the regions
where our faith is growing most rapidly, and where it often
seems to have the greatest vitality. Our region continues
to grow in ethnic diversity, and learning more about global Christianity is also a way to grow in our understanding of
our neighbors. We will explore issues like the way Christians
read the Bible in the Global South, the role of miracles and
spiritual gifts in Global South Christianity, the relationship
between church and state in the Global South and the impact of of the Global South on Western Christianity and the
future of the Church. Guest speakers will include Philippe
Nassif of In Defense of Christians, who will speak about the
persecution of believers in the Middle East, Robert Heaney
of Virginia Theological Seminary’s Center for Anglican Communion Studies, who will speak about Anglicanism in the
Global South and a panel of local lay Christians who have immigrated from the Global South who will talk about their ex-

periences. This series will run for 8 weeks, from September
16th through November 11th. There will be no class on 10/21.
Life in the Spirit, a class for new members, includes 5 sessions that will be held September 16th through October 14th.
The course will discuss the core beliefs and basic practices
of the Christian faith, the Anglican tradition and life at Saint
Francis. All those who wish to become members of St. Francis should take the class.
Additional half-days of reflection called “Boot Camp for the
Soul” will be held on September 22nd or October 13th. Those
who wish to be confirmed or received into the Episcopal
Church (including youth) should attend one of these sessions.
We will present candidates for confirmation and reception at
the Diocesan Confirmation Service in the National Cathedral
on Saturday, November 3rd at 10:00am. We will also receive
new members (those who are joining St. Francis by letter of
transfer from other congregations) at the 9:15am Service on
November 4th.

Almost Christian
Join Pastor Allison for a discussion of Kenda Creasy Dean’s “Almost Christian:
What the Faith of Our Teenagers is Telling the American Church.” The class will
meet on Sundays at 10:30 from October 28-November 18 in Kincaid Library.
Participants are encouraged to purchase a copy of the book and to read chapters 1 and 2 for the first session.
Based on the National Study of Youth and Religion, Kenda Creasy Dean’s compelling book, Almost Christian, investigates why American teenagers are at
once so positive about Christianity and at the same time so apathetic about
genuine religious practice.
Instead of proclaiming a God who calls believers to lives of love, service and
sacrifice, churches offer instead a bargain religion, easy to use, easy to forget,
offering little and demanding less. But what is to be done? In order to produce
ardent young Christians, Dean argues, churches must rediscover their sense
of mission and model an understanding of being Christian as not something
you do for yourself, but something that calls you to share God’s love, in word
and deed, with others. Dean found that the most committed young Christians
shared four important traits: they could tell a personal and powerful story
about God; they belonged to a significant faith community; they exhibited a
sense of vocation; and they possessed a profound sense of hope. Based on
these findings, Dean proposes an approach to Christian education that places the idea of mission at its core and offers a
wealth of concrete suggestions for inspiring teens to live more authentically engaged Christian lives.
Persuasively and accessibly written, Almost Christian is a wake up call no one concerned about the future of Christianity in
America can afford to ignore.
St. Francis Episcopal Church
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YOUTH GROUP

MEETINGS: SUNDAYS AT 6:00 PM ALL 6TH - 12TH GRADERS ARE WELCOME!!
The St. Francis Youth Group is off to a great start at the beginning of this 2018-2019 program year. We had a few final
summer activities during the month of August – a fun afternoon at the Nationals game on August 7th, and an evening of
service with a small but productive group at the Manna Food Center on August 14th. But our fall schedule finally kicked
off in earnest on Renewal Sunday, September 9th. The torrential rains of that weekend sadly prevented us from going forward with our intended activity for the evening – kickball on the soccer field (it would have been a muddy game!) – but
we nevertheless had a very successful indoor cookout all the same. Chris Rigaux was a wonderful help in preparing the
meat for the evening, and all of the youth families also brought excellent contributions to our pot luck dinner in St. Francis
Hall. After dinner, the youth enjoyed a few rousing rounds of dodgeball on one side of St. Francis Hall, before we gathered
together with their parents to unveil our plans for youth group this fall.
Those plans include an exciting development that has been in the works for the last few months. The good people of Potomac Presbyterian Church approached us earlier this summer to see about the prospect of bringing our two youth groups
together for some joint activities this fall. Their group is about the same size as ours, and they are currently without a
leader. Fr. Mark and I, along with our volunteer youth leaders, determined that
such an endeavor could hold great promise for amplifying the energy and excitement of our regular youth gatherings, as well as being a great opportunity
to build ecumenical bridges and share in the work of Christian formation with
other local Christians. The plan is to meet with the group from Potomac Pres
two Sundays a month from 6-8pm, on the 2nd Sunday at St. Francis, and on the
4th Sunday at Potomac Pres. We’ll share dinner together, play some games,
hear a brief Bible lesson, and then participate in conversation in small peer
groups. Our first meeting on Sunday, September 23rd at Potomac Presbyterian was a great success, and quite encouraging
to me and our other leaders. There were about 30 youth present, with a fairly even mix from both churches, and also a
healthy mix of middle school and high school students, which enabled us to break out into small groups according to age
and gender. The youth from both churches engaged one another well, both during the times of games and fellowship and
during the time of substantive conversation. We’re very excited to continue this shared ministry on October 14th, when
we’ll meet at St. Francis, and on October 28th, when we’ll be back at Potomac Pres.

Download the
Youth Group Calendar
HERE.

Finally, on the first Sunday of each month this fall (when we are not meeting with Potomac Pres), the St. Francis youth will
worship together with the broader St. Francis parish family at our monthly choral Evensong. These will take place at 5pm,
and will be followed each month by a youth activity. Notably, this month’s Evensong on October 7th in celebration of our
patronal festival of St. Francis will be followed by Evening of the Arts, a parish dinner and then fundraiser facilitated by
both the youth group and the Sunday school program. Tickets ($20 for an adult; $30 for a family) are available through the
church office. I hope everyone will come to celebrate our youth and to support the efforts of Bishop Given Gaula in Africa,
for whom the funds are being raised.
								
Blessings in Christ,
							
Fr. Mac Stewart

Bring a friend and
join the fun:

yummy food,
games, small group
discussions
and a
judgement-free
group.

JOIN US!!
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Faces of St. Francis

Sunday School resumes with Adult Forum, Confirmation Class, and Sunday School

A lovely evening at the Hurdle’s Summer Potluck Dinner
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Celebrations

Please congratulate these members of our church family as we celebrate with them

Happy Birthday

Congratulations

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Kathleen Alexander
Colin Asbury
Fiona Asbury
Lynne Astrich
Virginia Ault
Rachel Barger
Luke Barrett
Brooks Beall
William Jones Brown, II
Alexandra Buck
Katherine Buck
Robert Burr
Nicholas Detwiler
Amy Feagles
Alexandra Fraser
John Fraser

Gerald E. Gilbert
Mark Gregory
Steve Harper
Elizabeth Harrison
Chesley Hurdle
Nelson & Joan Irey
Bob Jannotta
John Jasin
Lisa Johnsen
Richard Kingdon
Sonja Kingdon
Jane Lincoln
Rosemary MacDonald
James McNair
Betsi Micholas
Drew Micholas
Caroline Mullen
Katharine Mullen
Alison Myers
Chris Nurse
Cynthia O’Brien
Emilee Reynolds
Valerie Rigaux
Sam Rutega
C. Martin Stickley
David Sturgeon
Alina Szabo
Colt Szabo-Jarvis
Nathaniel Tenpas
Greg Tinkham
Wayne Tomlinson
John Troha
Jessica E. Walker
Margaret P. Warren
Jerry Wells
Jeffrey Sawyer White
Mark White
Justine Wilcox
Will Yavinsky
Max Yokel

CELEBRATIONS

Congratulations to Lauren Heywood on her ordination! She has been
called as Pastor to the St.
David’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. We are
so proud!
Congratulations to Valerie
Rigaux on her new apartment near Falls Grove
in Rockville! Valerie will
soon be moving to her
apartment with the Jewish Federation for Group
Homes where she will
meet new friends and become more independent.
Valerie will have a roommate and lots of support.
She will even have a pool
and a gym in her apartment complex! Kudos to
Chris for all the hard work
he put in to make this
happen.

Happy Anniversary

Celebrations

Congratulations to Debra
Byam on her new baby
granddaughter, Aya Kalini
Byam!

Kathryn McMahon, Anne
Derse, Bishop Mariann,
Steve Seely, Janice Hicks,
Susan Fritz, Joan Crittenden, Lesley Krauland,
Congratulations to Peter Enid Cole, and Eugene
Shand on his recent wed- Wright.
ding!
Please make sure your birth
Happy 20 Anniversary to date and anniversary date
Adam & Karen Schneider! are included in Realm so we
can celebrate with you.
th

Congratulations to the
newly ordained Deacons
in the Episcopal Diocese
of Washington: Sandra
Bramble, Martha Eldredge, Elizabeth Dixon,

If you have any announcements or celebrations to include in this section, please
send them to Karen. We
would love to be able to celebrate with you!
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We are here
for you!
Please stop by or reach out by phone or email. We’re happy to help!

Weekly Services
Holy Eucharist:
Sundays: 8am & 9:15am
Wednesdays at 10am
Morning Prayer:
Tu, Fri at 9:30am & Th at 10am
Evening Prayer:
Tu, Th, Fri at 5pm

10033 RIVER RD
POTOMAC, MD
20854

Church Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 10am - 4pm

301-365-2055

EMAIL US!

Rector: Mark Michael
mmichael@stfrancispotomac.org
Associate Rector: Mac Stewart
mstewart@stfrancispotomac.org

Organist-Choirmaster: Gary Davison
gapada@aol.com
Christian Education: Missy Beall
missy@missybeall.com

www.stfrancispotomac.org

Office Manager: Shanti Nanan
snanan@stfrancispotomac.org
Business Manager: Margaret Riddle
mriddle@stfrancispotomac.org
Communications Director:
Karen Schneider
kschneider@stfrancispotomac.org
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FIRST CLASS POSTAGE
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