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THURSDAY, JULY  9 
5:00 pm Sounds Deadline for 7/19 

8 pm—12 am  Sr. Hi  -Swim ‘n Movie  

FRIDAY, JULY  10 
7:00 am Men’s Bible Study 

SUNDAY, JULY  12 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 

9:00 am Adult Education 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

 

SUNDAY, JULY  5 
8:00am Holy Eucharist 

9:00 am Adult Education 
10:00am Holy Eucharist 

TUESDAY,  JULY 7 
6:00 pm  Youth Bible School 

7:00 pm Centering Prayer—Undercroft 

WEDNESDAY, JULY  8 
7:00 am Jr. High Beach Day 

10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
11:00 am Rector’s Bible Study 

 

COMING UP AT ST FRANCIS 

For more information, please visit our website at www.stfrancispotomac.org 

The Scripture appointed for  the Fifth  Sunday after Pentecost: 
2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10, Psalm 48  or  Ezekiel 2:1-5, Psalm 123; 2 Corinthians 12:2-10,  

Mark 6:1-13  
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Lord God Almighty, who hast made 
all peoples of the earth for thy 

glory, to serve thee in freedom and 
peace; Grant to the people of our 
country a zeal for justice and the 
strength of forbearance, that we 

may use our liberty in accordance 
with thy gracious will; through Je-

sus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 
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FROM THE RECTOR 

Question: Which President of the United 
States said this? “I should like to assure you, 
my Islamic friends, that under the American 
Constitution, under American tradition, and in 
American hearts, this center of worship is just 
as welcome as could be a similar edifice of any 
other religion.” If you were quick to answer 
President Obama, your chronology would be 
off by half a century. These words were Presi-
dent Eisenhower’s, spoken at the dedication of 
the Islamic Center on Massachusetts Avenue in 
1957. 

It is hardly necessary to remind anyone 
that the world presents a more complicated 
picture than was seen in the climate which 
prompted President Eisenhower’s warm 
words. Still, he was thoroughly cordial and 
constitutional in his remarks, and he had the 
weight of America’s rich history of religion as 
an essential part of this nation’s story. Ike 
spoke with such confidence because our his-
tory allowed him to do so.  

The other day thoughtful parishioners 
asked me about a disturbing mischaracteriza-
tion of the religious climate which prevailed 
during the era of the Founders. They had en-
countered the inaccurate view which con-
tends, simply, that none of the Founders had 
any genuine religious faith at all. Such a view is 
rubbish, but it is rubbish one finds pedaled 
widely in various outlets. Why such deliberate 
distortions find currency is another matter; 
however, it is beyond doubt that the secular 
media simply cannot do a very good job in re-
porting on matters pertaining to religion. If 
that observation holds with respect to report-
ing on contemporary events, it is written in 
spades when the topic is historical. 

A simple analysis illustrates the point. Sup-
pose the general topic is George Washington’s 

religious views. We first need to know as 
much as we can about the general climate of 
Anglican Christianity in 18th century Virginia. 
That is the society in which Washington 
grew to maturity, where he preferred to live, 
and where he died. That was the context in 
which any such exploration must begin. Put 
upon that context the general overlay of life 
in Virginia, how not just Anglicans but others 
also found the religious climate. Only then 
can one begin to approach what specific 
views General Washington might have held. 
Since he wrote very little about that, or any-
thing so personal for that matter, we are left 
only with educated speculation. What we 
hope is that our speculation will indeed be 
educated and not just idle thought. Worse 
still is the tendency to force upon historical 
figures various preconceived notions or ca-
nards, or ones which are tailored to suit con-
temporary purposes. Such thinking is not 
only ahistoric; it is dishonest. 

Here is a helpful antidote. Put on your 
summer reading any one of these volumes: 
American Gospel (John Meacham); Washing-
ton’s God, (Michael Novak and Jana Novak); 
Founding Faith (Steven Waldman); Pilgrims 
in Their Own Land (Martin Marty); America’s 
God (Mark Noll). Let me go one more step to 
say anything by Noll or Marty is worth your 
time. Perhaps this list will set you on the 
right path. There is ample reason to thank 
God on the Glorious Fourth, and I hope you 
will do just that.  

 

P.S. This space will lie fallow for a sabbati-
cal for reflection and renewal. A few guest 
authors will appear, and there may be a col-
umn or two from the Rector posted on the 
church website: www.stfrancispotomac.org. 
God-willing, regular articles will resume in 
the fall.   

JOY AND CONCERN 

Please join us in prayer for Gertrude Supik 
who is ill and for  Polly Webster who is re-
covering from surgery. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES 

St. Francis offers our congratulations to the 
members of the Classes of 2009 on their 
graduations from high schools, colleges, and 
graduate schools across the U.S. and beyond.  
The following have shared their good news 
and  some future plans with us. 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Gregory Tinkham, Winston Churchill High 
School (University of Maryland); Dylan 
Thayer, St. Andrew’s Episcopal (Hamilton 
College); Blake Grady, Bullis School 
(Washington & Lee University); Harrison 
Grady, Bullis School (University of Dublin); 
Lauren Walker, Holton Arms (Miami 
University of Ohio);   Katie Boe, Holton Arms 
(Washington & Lee University); Lindsey 
Christian, St. Andrew’s Episcopal (York 
College);  Brett Van Egmond, Landon School 
(Rhode Island School of Design); Gillian 
Ellsworth, St. Andrew’s Episcopal  (Wheaton 
College); Elizabeth Guterman, Stone Ridge 
Day School (University of Texas at Austin);  
Andrew J.  Laso, Yorktown High School 
(Virginia Commonwealth University); 
Brendan Barber, Walt Whitman (Lehigh 
University); Samantha Wilkie, Magruder 
High School (Montgomery College); David  
and Nicholas Janotta, American 
International School of Vienna (Milwaukee 
School of Engineering and Case Western 
Reserve, respectively).  

COLLEGE  GRADUATES 

Henderson Tozer graduated from the 
University of the South in Sewanee with a 
double major in French Studies and Art 
History. Emma Doran graduated from the 
College of William & Mary and will be doing a 

post-baccalaureate pre-med program at the 
University of Virginia. Christopher 
Heywood graduated from the University of 
Virginia and was commissioned an Ensign in 
the U.S. Navy. Jeffrey Young  graduated  
from Lynchburg College, Marion Jasin from 
Guilford College, Katelynn Whitlock from 
Elon University, Melodi Wilkie from St. 
Mary’s College, and  Kurt Connors from 
Syracuse University.  

POST GRADUATES 

Helen Chuang, daughter-in-law of  James 
and Barbara Moore,  received a PhD in 
Chemical Engineering from M.IT. and is 
working with a company developing 
microbiological health delivery systems.  

Samuel Doran graduated from the 
University of Virginia Law School and will be 
clerking for the Chief  Federal Judge in the 
U.S. Virgin Islands . 

Katie Mullen received an MBA from 
Wharton and will be working with BCG, an 
international consulting group in Boston. 

Kate Niewenhous received a Master in 
Theological Studies from Virginia 
Theological Seminary. 

Christopher Oleson received an MBA from 
Georgetown University and will be joining 
Capgemini, an international consulting firm 
in New York City. 



VESTRY CORNER--OUTREACH 

St. Francis Church has long been known for 
its extensive outreach commitment. 

The Outreach Committee supports a range of 
local, national and international organiza-
tions which address women’s and children’s 
issues and the problems facing the homeless, 
the hungry and the elderly, to name a few.  
Presently 23 ministries receive funds from 
the St. Francis Parish Outreach Committee, 
many of which also receive donations of 
food, clothing and various supplies on a 
scheduled basis.  Parishioners of all ages in-
terested in participating are encouraged and 
invited to give some of their time, talent and 
treasure to outreach events as more help is 
needed in every way during these difficult 
economic times.   

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, Sep-
tember 27, when many of our outreach part-
ners will visit to present their missions and 
specific needs during the Adult Education 
hour from 10:15 to 11:15.  This is a timely 
event which occurs the weekend before St. 
Francis’ major outreach fundraising event, 
Potomac Country House Tour.  It allows eve-
ryone to see and appreciate just where the 
money raised by PCHT will be channeled.  
Prior to this time, outreach events and op-
portunities will be posted on the St. Francis 
Potomac website and in Sounds. 

Recently many of us helped furnish an apart-
ment in Partner Arms, one of three apart-
ment buildings managed by The Transitional 
Housing Corporation in the District.  Heart-
felt thanks to the numerous parishioners 
who generously donated items for the apart-
ment in which a single mother and two small 
boys will live for the next two years.  Betsy 
Harrison chaired and organized  this effort 
from start to finish, and we are most grateful 
for her time and efforts. 

Special thanks also go to Andy Jordan, Tracey 
and Amy Bachman, Susan Dolan, Molly 
Kiniry, Janet Wilson, Chris Maier, Craig 
Windham, David Sturgeon, Gabe Ellsworth 
and Betsy Harrison for conducting the move. 

The Parish Outreach Committee is chaired by 
Andy Jordan, and church members are in-
vited to join her in its work along with Susan 
Dolan, Sue Tendall, Betsy Harrison, Anne Lit-
tle, Bette Houston and myself.  We will be 
contacting these organizations to get updates 
on how things are going and would love 
more participants!  In such hard times it is a 
joy to know that together we can make a dif-
ference in the lives of those less fortunate 
than we are. 

--Judy Austin 

FIRST EVER ON-LINE AUCTION! 

This year’s House Tour Auction will have an 
exciting new feature. Mark your calendars 
and get ready to bid on some fabulous items 
featured in the first PCHT ON LINE AUC-
TION.  We will keep you updated with the 
latest information through Sounds … stay 
tuned! 

HOW YOU CAN HELP !    
We have a very special opportunity for a 2-
night stay at one of the most spectacular Inns 
in the country at the Inn at Perry Cabin, St 
Michaels, MD on the Eastern Shore.  If we 
purchase the first night stay at the Inn, they 
will donate a second night.  Please consider 
making a cash donation so that we can take 
advantage of this generous offer.  Please 
send  your donation to St Francis Church, 
10033 River Rd, Potomac, 20854  ATTN: 
Cindy Buck, PCHT Auction  

LISTEN UP! 
AN ANGLICAN MUSIC MINISERIES: 

I. PLAINSONG AND THE RISE OF POLYPHONY 

Many moons ago I was a teenager, or as my 
father was wont to say, a “creepager.”  Other 
than the odd fact that I was already on a clear 
track to be a professional classical musician, I 
was typical in my susceptibilities to the merri-
ment, dramas, and pranks -- given and received 
-- of that fair age.  By now, however, I'm afraid 
that grey, girth and gravity all give evidence I'm 
no longer in that lamentable condition.  And 
I'm certain my mother left this world knowing 
she'd done what she could to help me acquire a 
demonstrable maturity that could prove the 
same.  However, I want to be clear that my cur-
rent state is not without many sweet spoils 
from those perplexing days; some of those 
prizes I treasure still.  

One such gem, naturally for me, is in the realm 
of music.  It was in my teen years that I was 
introduced to plainsong, that melodious and 
transcendent music of the Roman Catholic 
Church that flourished during the Middle Ages 
a millennium and more ago.  My exposure came 
in the 1970’s in the Southwestern United States 
in a Methodist Church.  (Now how’s that for a 
mind-bender?)  The chant dearest to me to this 
day is in the form of our Christmas hymn 
(#82), Divinum mysterium to the poem, “Of the 
Father’s love begotten.”  The melody is from 
the 11th century -- a mere youngster compared 
to the text, which dates from the 4th century.  It 
is, for me, the “arrival of Christmas” when we 
sing this hymn as the Fraction Anthem on 
Christmas Eve.  It moves me viscerally and 
many have been the occasions when the score 
becomes difficult to read through welling eyes.  
And, as if that weren’t enough, on Easter Day 
we sing as the Fraction Anthem the venerable 
Victimae Paschali laudes (#183) -- text and mel-
ody both by Wipo of Burgundy (d.1050?).  
Goose bumps and tingling spine abound every 
year.  That these still have relevance and are 
useable tools in our divine worship is nothing 
short of miraculous.  Thanks be to God, indeed, 

for the vision of these artists, known and un-
known! 

It is no overstatement to say plainsong contin-
ues to inform refined composition to this very 
day, especially in the choral spheres.  Just listen 
to the 1947 Requiem and the Four Motets on 
Gregorian Themes written in 1960 by the great 
French organist, teacher, and composer, Mau-
rice Duruflé (1902-1986), to see what I mean.  
Okay, I know these works are not Anglican.  
Nonetheless, they are very high on my “desert 
island list” and worth your precious time. 

Since there is little in the way of original manu-
scripts prior to the 9th or 10th centuries -- and 
even those present interpretation challenges 
since they bear little resemblance to our mod-
ern notational system -- it’s hard to say just 
how far back this music goes or where along 
the way it became more formalized than its 
antecedence in Hebrew liturgical music. 

However, in a nutshell, the development of this 
sublime monophonic music led directly to the 
elaborate polyphony of the Renaissance.  That 
is, musicians began adding a second melody to 
adorn the single-note melody of a given chant.  
And if two, then why not three parts?  And so 
on.  At first, the added notes tended to be of a 
longer value and simply created an accompany-
ing “harmony” to the existing tune.  As time and 
resistance to these added flourishes gave way, 
the embellishments became much more elabo-
rate and rendered the original chant melody 
almost unrecognizable.  It was not uncommon 
for an entire Mass setting, for example, to be 
based on a plainsong, which had become com-
pletely subservient to these added musical 
adornments.  (Now mind you, unlike our day 
and age, this change was a slow process.) 

It was into this musical world that Thomas Tal-
lis (1508?-1585) was born.  He is the obvious 
first step in examining music that can be identi-
fied specifically as Anglican given his long life 
spanned the turbulent years of the English Ref-
ormation and given the prodigious and diverse 
compositional output bequeathed us.  That is 
where we shall begin next time.  

Stay tuned....  Gary Davison, O-C 


